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What makes a good list?

• Topic
• Title
• Description
• Annotation
• Curation
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Topic

• Don’t be afraid to get niche, whether it’s a genre or a theme!
• Choose an interesting angle to a familiar topic
• Explore new perspectives
• Promote your collection and diversify circulation
• Lists that inform or educate on an interesting topic can be great
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Take a fun angle to a familiar genre
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Title

• Get the patron’s attention!
• “Best of…”
• Use appeal words like pleasure, escape, exciting, great
• Trending topics
• Humor
• Puns
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Descriptions

• Pique interest!
• Flesh out detail
• Sell the value of the list
• Frame connections between titles
• Who does this list appeal to?
• What will readers get out of these titles?

Listmaking Tips & Tricks



Create appeals 
Descriptions



Have fun with a theme or motif
Descriptions



Build intrigue
Descriptions



Give a nod to the theme
Descriptions



Provide context
Descriptions



Annotations

• Not a summary
• Focus on what connects the title to the theme or readalike
• Why is it on the list?
• Why should a patron click?
• Comparisons to other titles - what features link these titles?
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There’s always exceptions…
Annotations



Break the rules!
Annotations


